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women and children raped and murdered.
The Turks of Mustafa Kemal, in revenge,
massacred the Kurds with cruelty and
ferocity with ehich the Turks of the Sultan
had massacred Greeks, Armenians and
Bulgars, Mustafa Kemal sent special military
tribunals of Independence they were called.
They hanged, banished and imprisoned
thousands with military brevity. Many were
tortured. (page 265)D

"The leaders might escape this time, but
their followers should suffer. He sent out the
Tribunals of Independence. They combed
through Turkey, making a reign of terror and
a bloody assize. They sent men to the
gallows for an ill- timed jest, an implied
oritioism, or a refusal to carry some minor
regulation. If the judges slackened, Mustafa
Kemal urged them on with threats. . with
prison, torture and the gallws, with blood
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'Kurdistan” was laid waste with fire and

sword, the men were tortured and killed, the
villages were burnt, the crops destroyed, the

[Grey Wolf. Mustafa Kemal. (Arthur Barker, LTD. 21 Garrick
Street, Covent garden, London).]
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and terror, he branded his marks on Turkey'.
(page 269) ]

The sentences

When on June 28, 1925, the Turkish
prosecutor at the Military Tribunals
demanded the heads of fifty three of the
accused, he summed up the charg against
them in the following terms;

"You are all united on one point, that is to
say: The constitution of an Independent
Kurdistan which inspired you on ward, for
that, on the gallows you will have to pay."
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UrAn Irag Army column was therefore
sent against him last spring. This was also

"Extracts from alecture delivered by Captain Philip mumford

before the Royal Central Asian Socity. 77. Grosvenor Street,
W. I. London>[J

Reorinted from the "Journal of the Royal Central Asian
Society Vol. xx., January, 1933.

Members' Meeting on September 26 Lt.- Col. Sir Arnold
Wilson in the Chair. In introducing the Speaker, the Chairman
referred to Captain Philip Mumford as one who had been for
seven Years intelligence officer in Irag. And was in a position
to describe recent which had a direct bearing upon the
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bedding. These bombs had caused deaths
months after they had fallen."

Lt. — Col. Sir Arnild Wilson made the
following observations;

". . the R.A. . have been bombing the
Kurdish population for the last ten Years,
and in particular the last six months.
Devastated in the words of a special
correspondent to The Times of a uniform
pattern of civilization."”

In  summarising the discussion, the
Chairman, Sir Arnold Wilson, remarked that
it was gratifying to know that forty villages
could be wiped out with small loss of life.
Minorities in Iraq differed greatly from any
other minorities in the world, in that there is
no member of the League of Nations to bring
up there claim or particular case at Geneva.
A correspondent in The Time referred with
complacency to the fact that nearly one
hundred Kurds who fled to Turkey from our

70

afailure, and consequently the position had
grown very semous, ospecially in view of
the necessity picture to the League of
Nations in the coming autumn.

"It will be seen. Therefore, that operations
against the Kurds during the past two Years
have been almost continuous. Operations
against shalikh Mahmud taking place from
September, 1930, to April, 1931, and
operations  against ~ SHaikh ~ Ahmad
intermittently from November, 1931, to
June, 1932, being intensive from April to
Joune.

"Remember, the chief crime of the Kurds
was to ask for our protection, or at least the
fulfillment Mandates Commission.

"Delay action bombs were used to prevent
the inhabitants from returning to get food or

immediate future, and on the prospect of the Minorities after
the forrhcoming admission of Iraq ti the League of Nations>"
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borm bardments of Shaikh Ahmed were
hanged without ceremony by the Turks, in
pursuance of sentences previously passed for
crimes committed when this country was in
their hands some 18 Years ago. The
statememt was quite obviously false, and its
publication in The Times did little credit to
the discretion of its correspondent. That the
Turks should be allowed to do to death by a
mock Judicial process nearly one hundred
subjects from an area over which we still had
a mandate, without, as far as we know, any
protest, was a lamentable feature of the
situation that, however regarded, containd
much that was obscure and distressing."
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Governments respectively shall draft with in
six months from the coming into force of the
present Treaty a scheme of local autonomy
for the predominantly Kurdish areas lying
east of the Euphrates, south of the Southern
boundary of Armenia, as it may be herafter
determined and north of the frontier of
Turkey with Syria and Mesopotamia, as
defined in Article 27, 11, (2) and (3). If
unanimity cannot be secured on any
question, it will be referred by the members
of the commission to their respective
Governments. The scheme shall cntain full
safeguards for the protection of the Assyro —
Chaldeans and other raciale or religious
minorities with in these areas and with this
object, a Commission composed of British,
Italian, Persian and Kurdish representatives
shall visit the spot to examine and decide
what ratificatious, if any, should be made in
the Turkish frontier were under the
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KURDISTAN IN THE TREATY OF
SEVRES[]
Section 111

Kurdistan

Article 62

ACommission sitting at Constantionople
and composed of three members appointed
by the British, French and Italian
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be a recommendation, and to renounce all
rights and title over these areas.

The detailed provisions for such
renounciation wil from the subject of a
separate agreement between the Principel
Allied Powers and Turkey.

If and when such renounciation takes
place, no objection will be raised by the
Principal Allied Powers to the voluntary
adhesion to such independent Kurdistan
State of the Kurds inhabiting that part of
Kurdistan which has hitherto been included
in the Mosul Vilayet.
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provisions of the present Treaty, that frontier
coincides with that of Persia.

1

Article 63

The Turkish Government hereby agrees to
accept and execute the decisions of both the
Commessiions mentioned in Article 62 within
three monthe from their communication to
the said Government.

Acrticle 64

If within one year from the coming into
force of the present Treaty the Kurdish
peoples within the areas defined in Articil of
the League of Netions in such a manner as to
show that a majority of the population of
these areas desires independence from
Turkey, and if the Council then considers
that these peoples are capable of such
independence and recommends that it should
77
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"His Britannic Majesty's Government and
the Government of Iraq reconderies of Iraq
to set up a Kurddish Government within
boundaries, and hope that the different
Kurdish elements will, as soon as possible,
arrive at an agreement between themselves
as to the form which they wish that
Government should take, and the boundaries
within which they wish it to extend, and will
send responsible delegates to Baghdad to
discuss their economic and political relations
with His Britannic Majesty's Government
and the Government of Iraqg.".l]
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d'etre dispute et partage entre plusieurs
voisins.Quelle vitalite ne faut- il pas alors
avoir pour conaerver son ame intacte!

Le Kurdistan a eu cette vitalite, et il a
conserve son ame; c'est pourquoi, son
probleme se pose de nouveau.

Le Kurdistan — qui n'existe aujuord'hui
gue de nom et d'ame — comprend le territoire
habite par les Kurdes entre le mont Ararat,
Diyala, affluent du Tigre, et le Kara — Su. Sa
superficie est de 350000 km? environ (la
pologne en a 388000) et sa population, de
2.700.000 habitants. Il est entierement
partage emtre ses quatre voisins | 'lran, la
Russie, la Turquie et | 'Iraq.

En Iran, les Kurdes occupant les regions
de Kirmanshah, Khoi, Maku etc, En dehors
de ces regions, ils vivent & l'etat de colonies
isolees. Leur number est de 500000 ames,
d'apres I'Encyclopedie de [I'lslam, mais de
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UN PROBLEME DE L'ORDRE DU
JOURI

LE KURDISTAN

Le probleme du Kurdistan ressemble
singulierement au probleme polonias. C'est
le probleme d'un people, fier, brave,
belliqueux, sachant defender sa liberte au
prix de son sang, mais qui a eu le Malheur
de mal choisir sa place entre de puissants
VOIsins.

Quand on a un seul puissant voisin, c'est
un moinder mal; le pays est conquis; mais, il
demeure une entete, capable de lutter en bloc
pour son independence. Le Malheur est
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UNE Histoire Mouvementee

Si I'histoire — et les glories passees et les
exploits ancestraux — pouvaient avoir sur la
destine des peoples I'effet que I'on se plait a
chanter, les Kurdes seraient aujourd'hui, non
;a proie du plus fort, mais les maitres de
I'Orient. Helas! I'histoire repose dans ses
archives silencieuses; et les valeurs actuelles
dirigent seules le monde.

3.000 ans A.C., UN PEUPLE NOMME
Gutu ou Kuti cccupa la region du Tigre
monen et s'etendit dans toutes les direcyions.
Une autre peuplade, appeleo Kassites,
descendit a Babylone des Monts Zagros et la
gouverna pendant 600 ans. Ce sont les deux
ancetres des Kurdes.

Ancetres brilliants, mais don’t I'histoire
reste confuse Jusqu'au 6cme siecle, par une
bizarrerie etrange; les Kurdes furent appeles
par les autres peoples de noms si divers
(kardu par les Crecs)
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32000 seulement d'apres ;'Encyclopaedie
Britannica.

En Turquie, les Kurdes occupent les
frontiers Turco —iraniennes, surtout autour
du lac de van. Ills y comptent un million et
demi d'habitants — soit les 3/5 de tous les
Kurdes reunis.

En Iraq, ils competent un demi — million
et vivent surrout dans l'ancienne willayat de
Maoussil, ou ils jouissent d'une certaine
autonomie.

En Russie, a Erivan et a Kars. Ils sont au
nombre de 125.000 ames environ.

Rappelons enfin qu'an Syrie, notamment a
Alep, dans le Nord des Alaouites, et a
Damas, des colonies de Kurdes sont depuis
longtems etablis et comptent actuellement
qualque 150.000 citoyens.D
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les Assyriens dechus, va etre ballote entre
ses puissants voisins au gre deala fortune des
armes. Duranttrois siecles, les guerres se
suivront d'abord entre la Turquie et I'lran,
ensuite entre la Turquie et la Russie, au
grand detriment des Kurdes.

Vers 1650, la Turquie reussit a reoccuper
toutes les provinccs Kurdes et entreprit une
centralization generale. Les Kurdes se
revolterent. En 666, un Kurde, fils de cheikh,
se declara mahdi (ca fait le "Grand
Kurdistan".

Au XIXeme siecle, a la faveur des guerres
russo- torques, les Kurdes s'etendirent peu a
peu on Russie avee laquelle, ils sympa
thisaient.

Lis sympathisaient egalement avee leurs
voisins  chretins, les Armeniens. Pour
contrarier ces sympathies, Abdul Hamid
organisa en 89, des diviaions de cavalerie
Kurdes, rattachees a lui, re qui devinrent
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Que pour eclaircir out ce qu'ils en dissent,
on a eacore bien des efforts a depenser.

Du Vlleme au I1Xeme siecle, ils subirent
I'occupation arabe. Mais, lorsque le Khalifat
s'etablit a Baghdad. Ils disposerent parfois en
maittirent les Croises sous les orders de
Saladin La puissance Kurde atteint alors son
apogee.

En 514, vint I'occupation torque, Selim rer
confia le pays kurde (independent en fait, a
Mullah Idris, un Kurde de Bitlis Mullah
transfera des Kurdes parmi ies Arabes et des
Arabes parmi les Kurdes pour convertir
ceux- ci a la foi Sunnite. Mais, en depit des
egards manifestes aux Kurdes par les Turcs,
la sympathie des Kurdes resta acquise a
I'lran.

Avec le XVlleme siccle, le drame du
Kurdistan commenee Ce people orgueilleux,
quiavait combattu les Hittites, les Assyriens,
les Mongols, qui avait absorbe les Medes et
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pleurer d'emotion a la vue I'empressment que
mettaient ses voisisns pour l'avoir.

Le Kurdistan Durant et Apres la
Grande —Guerre

La guerre de 1914 — 1918 donna aux
Kurdes l'occasion de reprendre leur lutte
pour leur independence.lls n'avaient aucun
interet direct dans la guerre Cepebdant, des
le debut du conflit, ils s'in surgerent au
Caucase et en Mesopotamie et southrirent de
Jourder pertes. La victoire ne devait-eiie pas
apporter a jous les peoples opprimes la
realization de leurs reves?

Apres la victoire, des comites Kurdes se
formerent partout A Paris, Cherif pacha prit
le role de representant des Kurdes. Le 22
mars 1919 et le 1 er mars 1920, il presenta a
la conference de la paix deux memoires sur
le, revendications des Kurdes, aves une carte
du "Kurdistan Integral”.
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considerablement le developpement de la
conscience nationale parmi les Kurdes. Hs
creerent des sentiments de malveillanse
emtre les Armeniens et les Kurdes.

Mais, en 909, apres la chuthe de Abdul
Hamid, la cavalerie Kurde fut supprimee.
Beaucoup de ses chefs allerent diriger
brillamment leur people. Des deaucoup de
ses chefs allerent diriger brillamment leur
peuple. Des deputes Kurdes a la Chamber et
au Senatturcs defendirent la meme cause.

En meme temps, circles et JOURAUX
Kurdes etaient foundes a Constantinople, a
Baghdad, a Mossoul, pour cultver et
repandre la langue maternelle.

Constantinople et une commission
quadruple (Turquie, perse, Angleterre,
Russie) reussit a delimiter les frontiers en
satisfaisant, du moins momentamement, les
parties en cause. . .Le Kurdistan devait
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Dr. Fouad et 60 leaders Kurdes. Des chefs
Kurdes furent transferes en Anatolie.

L'heroisme, les traits, les principes, le
droit avaient ete impuissants contre cette
petite chose qu'on appelle la force.

L'avenir du Kurdistan

Aujourd'hui, les Kurdes se redressent de
nouveau et reclament leur independence.
Que fera-t-on de leurs doleances?

Les Kurdes sont un people vigoureux, uni.
Ambitieux. On dit qu'ils ont ete des
Zoroastriens, rt qu'ils ont au Illeme siecle de
notre ere, adore des arbres et sacrifie au
diable.

Actullement, ils sont en majorite Sunnites
et en minorite chiites. Bien qu'ils pratiquent
le nomadisme et le semi- nomadisme, ils on
tune tendance generale vers le sedentarisme.
Ils es sont montres d' habiles cultivateurs, et
par la ont domine dans le Nord de 1'lrak,
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Le traite de Sevres de 1920 prevoyait
"pautonomie totale pour les regions ou
domine [Il'element Kurde, 511 uees a
I'Euphrate au sud de I'Armenie et au nord de
la froatiere turco —irakienne". Si, dans les
limites indiquees la population Kurde veut a
la majorite etre formera un Etat Kurde
independent. Pourront de meme s'y Joinder
les Kurdes de I'Etat de Maoussil.

Le traite de Lausanne (entre les Allies et
la Turquie) be mentionna pas le Kurdistan.

Et 1925 fut pour le Kurdistan — et pour les
principes liberaux — une annee de grande
epreuve.

La S. D. N. adjugea le Maoussil a I'lrak

En fevrier, une revolte Kurde eclata sur
les commets du Moyen Taurus Cheikh Said
triompha d'abord. Mais fut bientot ecrase par
les troupes regulieres torques

Les Turcs etablirent une cour martiale a
Diarbekir, qui condamna a mort cheikh Said,
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l'element arabe Bedouin. Dans le
HANDBOOK publie par le Foreign office, il
est dit; "Northern Mesopotamia seems
destined to become Kurdish land."”

Et les Kurdes agissent activement pour
faire valoir leurs revendications et rester en
contact les uns avec les autres.

Ils ont plusieurs Journaux et revues don’t
KURDISTAN, publie des 1902, LA
JOURNEE KURDE, LE SOLEIL KURDE,
LAVIE, PROGRES, RESURRECTION, etc.

Mais peu important tant de pualites et tant
de droits si la volonte de Granders
puissances est indiffernte ou malveillante.

Comme pour tous les petits pays, lI'avenir
du Kurdistan depend en parands courants
politiques.

1
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